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University of Montana
Office of News and Publications
NEWS RELEASE Missoula, MT 59812
(406) 243-2522
Oct. 1, 1991
UM TO HONOR DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AT HOMECOMING 
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana will honor six alumni during 
Homecoming for bringing honor to the University, state or nation.
The Distinguished Alumna and Distinguished Alumnus awards 
ceremony will begin at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 10, as part of the 
traditional Singing on the Steps of Main Hall. Homecoming 
festivities, centered around the "Magic Moments" theme, will continue 
through Oct. 12.
This year's winner of a Distinguished Alumna Award is Margaret 
"Peggy" Sarsfield of Butte. The Distinguished Alumnus Award winners 
are David R. Howlett of Oxford, England; Dr. Dennis L. Stevens of 
Boise, Idaho; Maj. Gen. Donald R. Williamson of Edwardsville, 111.; 
Harold E. Bennett of China Lake, Calif.; and Karl Dissly of El Paso^ 
Texas.
Sarsfield, who earned a bachelor's degree in health and physical 
education in 1937, taught physical education at UM from 1946 to 1950. 
She later headed the physical education department at the Montana 
College of Mineral Science and Technology, where she worked from 1954 
to 1981. Her accomplishments included developing and directing 
women's intramural sports and the recreation program and helping lay 
the groundwork for the women's varsity athletic program. Chosen in
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1990 as the first woman in the Montana Tech Sports Hall of Fame, she 
also was the dean of women at the college for nine years.
In addition, Sarsfield has been a member of the Community Chest 
Board; the City of Butte Recreation Board; the state board of the 
Philanthropic Educational Organization; and the Montana Association 
for Health, Physical Education and Recreation.
Howlett, a 1962 graduate of Billings West High School, earned a 
bachelor's degree in Latin with high honors in 1966. His other 
honors at UM included winning a Rhodes scholarship for study at 
England's Oxford University. In 1968, he received a bachelor's 
degree with honors at Oxford in English language and literature. He 
also earned a master's degree in English medieval studies and 
doctorate in medieval Latin there.
Since 1979, he's edited Oxford University Press' Dictionary of 
Medieval Latin from British Sources. Before that, he was the 
assistant editor of A Supplement to the Oxford English Dictionary.
Stevens, a native of Fort Benton, earned a bachelor's degree in 
microbiology at UM in 1964 and doctorate in that field at Montana 
State University. A graduate of the University of Utah College of 
Medicine, he's been chief of the Infectious Disease Section of the 
Veterans Administration Hospital in Boise, Idaho, since 1979. He 
also teaches at the University of Washington and University of Idaho.
He was the chief author of a 1989 report on life-threatening 
bacterial infections in Montana, Idaho, Nevada and Utah. His 
findings were featured in many publications, among them the New
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England Journal of Medicine, The New York Times, Redbook and 
Newsweek. While in Missoula for Homecoming, Stevens will present a 
public lecture on "Severe Group A Strep Infection: The Battle
Between Microbe and Man," at 2 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 10, in the Montana 
Theatre.
Williamson graduated from Butte High School in 1954. In 1958, 
he earned a bachelor's degree in health and physical education at UM, 
where he was named a Distinguished Military Graduate and commissioned 
a second lieutenant. Afterward, he served in Korea, Germany and 
Vietnam, and in 1980 he graduated from the Army War College in 
Carlisle Barracks, Pa.
Project manager for the Cobra attack helicopter from 1980 to 
1984, he was named the 1984 Army Project Manager of the Year. He's 
been commanding general of the U.S. Army Aviation Systems Command 
since 1989 and won such awards as the Distinguished Service Medal, 
Legion of Merit and Bronze Star.
Bennett, a Missoula native, earned a bachelor's degree in 
physics at UM in 1951. He later received a master's degree and 
doctorate in that field at The Pennsylvania State University. Since 
1956, he's been a research physicist in California. He works at the 
Michelson Laboratory of the Naval Weapons Center, where he's the head 
of the Optical Component Technology Program Office and associate head 
of the Physics Division.
He has published more than 100 papers on optics and holds eight 
patents on optical instruments.
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Dissly, a graduate of Fergus County High School in Lewistown, 
earned a bachelor of law degree at UM in 1940. The next year, he 
became an FBI special agent, serving in cities such as Atlanta; New 
Orleans; Anchorage, Alaska; and Memphis, Tenn. In Washington, D.C., 
he was an administrative assistant to Director J. Edgar Hoover, who 
sent him 23 letters of commendation over 30 years.
Dissly's investigations included the civil rights case involving 
James Meredith, the first black to apply for admission to the 
University of Mississippi Law School, and an interstate racketeering 
case involving former Teamsters union leader James Hoffa. He also 
investigated pro-Hitler groups and Atomic Energy Act violations.
Dissly, who teaches criminal justice courses at the University 
of Texas at El Paso, became a businessman after retiring from the 
FBI.
###
Contact: Mary Ann Campbell, alumni office: (406) 2 -5211 or
243-2488
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